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Abstract

Oral diseases are frequent issues in cats. The objectives of this study were 
to determine the prevalence, clinical signs, and risk factors associated with 
these conditions. Out of the 470 cats presented to a private veterinary clinic 
in the Blida region of northern Algeria, 76 (16.17%) were diagnosed with oral 
pathologies and included in the study. For each animal, potential risk data were 
obtained from medical record and cat owner interviews. The most frequent oral 
condition was gingivitis (60.52%), followed by feline chronic gingivostomatitis 
(44.73%), periodontitis (31.57%), eosinophilic granuloma complex (6.57%), jaw 
fracture (3.94%), mouth obstruction by chicken bone with, hypodentia (2.63%), 
prognatism and tooth caries with 1.31% for each clinical finding. The most 
common clinical signs of oral conditions were halitosis (85.52%), followed by 
pain (73.68%), anorexia (72.36%), tartar buildup (68.42%), dehydration (53.49%), 
ulceration (47.36%), palatoglossitis (40.78%), fever (34.21%), bleeding and dental 
mobility with 32.89% observed in each group. The breed, vaccination status, diet, 
home dental care, living environment and owner’s awareness of oral diseases were 
found to be significantly associated with periodontal disease and feline chronic 
gingivostomatitis. Indeed, European breeds, unvaccinated cats, those fed a mixed 
diet, cats that did not receive home dental care, cats with outdoor access, and those 



91

Dahmani and Zenia: Clinical and epidemiological investigation of feline chronic gingivostomatitis and periodontal disease in Blida, north of Algeria

whose owners lacked knowledge about oral diseases were the most susceptible 
to these two conditions. The present study revealed a non-negligible prevalence 
of oral conditions, particularly periodontal disease and stomatitis. Appropriate 
recommendations need to be introduced to control these diseases.
Key words: mouth diseases, cats, symptoms, clinical trials, risk factors, Algeria

INTRODUCTION

Oral health is a fundamental yet often overlooked aspect of overall feline health. 
The oral cavity of cats can be affected by a number of diseases, ranging from tartar 
and plaque buildup to more serious problems such as gingivitis, periodontal 
disease, tooth resorption, tumors, and chronic gingivitis and periodontitis 
(Chaubey et al., 2021). These conditions are not only painful but can also lead to 
systemic complications affecting the heart, kidneys, and liver through the entry of 
oral bacteria into the bloodstream (Niemiec, 2012). These oral diseases are among 
the most common health problems diagnosed in domestic cats, yet they are often 
not recognized by owners or even veterinarians. A survey in Finland reported that 
dental and oral diseases were the most prevalent disease category in cats (prevalence 
28%), and dental calculus and gingivitis were the most prevalent clinical signs noted 
(Vapalahti et al., 2016). Additionally, periodontal disease was the most prevalent 
diagnosis-level disorder in cats based on UK clinic data, accounting for 13.9% of all 
feline diagnoses (O’Neill et al., 2014). These inflammatory oral diseases in cats are 
complex and multifactorial conditions consisting primarily of local or widespread 
inflammation in the oral cavity (Kornya et al., 2014). Viral diseases such as feline 
leukemia virus (FeLV), feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV), calicivirus can show 
the signs of oral inflammation. Nutritional disorders also contribute to oral diseases. 
There is evidence that breed and therefore genetics play some role in periodontal 
disease development in cats (O’Neill et al. 2023). In Algeria, cats are often brought 
to the clinic only when they exhibit advanced symptoms. Routine oral exams 
are rare, veterinary dental care is often not prioritized, and information on the 
prevalence and nature of feline oral diseases is still limited. Insufficient knowledge 
about these conditions in Algeria cats motivated this study. Therefore, a survey was 
conducted in order to determine the prevalence, clinical signs, and risk factors of 
oral conditions in cats in a veterinary office in Blida. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS

A total of 470 cats of different breeds, ages, and sex from a private veterinary 
clinic located in the region of Blida were examined from July 1st to August 30th, 
2024. Only patients displaying clinical signs of oral diseases (oral pain, halitosis, 
anorexia, tartar…) and cats whose owners consented to their participation in the 
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study and completed the questionnaire face-to-face were included. Demographic 
data and risk factors were collected through face-to-face questionnaires with 
the cats’ owners. The following data were acquired: the animal’s age, breed, sex, 
lifestyle, dental hygiene, vaccinations, hunting behavior, type of diet and the 
owner’s knowledge of oral diseases. The types of food included dry, wet and mixed 
food. The lifestyles included indoor housing or outdoor housing. Additionally, the 
owners provided information on the duration and persistence of symptoms, as well 
as potential stressors.

The cat vaccination protocol includes the feline leukemia virus vaccine, and 
a combined vaccine against feline panleukopenia and feline viral rhinotracheitis 
(herpesvirus and calicivirus): The first vaccination, around 8 weeks of age, 2 to 3 
injections spaced approximately 3 weeks apart are required to ensure adequate 
immunization. Rabies vaccination is administered from 3 months of age. Annual 
boosters are required.

Detailed clinical examination of each patient was carried out. Visual inspection 
was applied while respiration, pulse rates and rectal temperature were carefully 
recorded. Oral and dental clinical examination was performed on cats admitted to 
the clinic. Evaluation of the animal’s oral health in a conscious state was performed 
as a visual intraoral examination in sternal recumbency using a headlight. An 
examination of the teeth, gingiva, and oral cavity was conducted as thoroughly 
as the animal permitted. Attention was paid to whether any gingivitis, stomatitis, 
plaque, calculus, persisting deciduous teeth, missing or mobile permanent teeth, 
dental defects, or malocclusions were found. For aggressive animals, sedation was 
performed using 2% Xylazine (Vetopharm pro, Algeria) of 0.1 to 0.2 mL/kg (2 
to 4 mg/kg) intramuscular/subcutaneous. If a problem was suspected, a detailed 
dental examination was performed using specialized dental instruments, including 
William’s periodontal probe to evaluate gingival and periodontal health, and a 
dental explorer to assess the hard surfaces of the teeth. Mouth mirrors were used to 
check the posterior teeth and surfaces.

Data analysis was performed using Microsoft Excel 2010 and Statistical 
Data for Social Science (SPSS) 26 © IBM Copyright, IBM Corporation and its 
licensors 1989.2019 IBM, USA. Univariate analysis was performed to assess each 
independent variable for its unadjusted association with disease. The chi-square 
test of homogeneity and in dependence as well as the test of Mac-Nemar were 
performed. The statistical significance level used for this study was p < 0.05.

RESULTS 

From 470 cats inspected in veterinary office, 76 patients were diagnosed with 
oral affections with a prevalence of 16.17%.

Of the 76 diagnosed cases, the results (Table 1) showed that most of the cats 
in this study were suffering from gingivitis (Figure 1A, Figure 1D), followed by 

https://vetopharm-dz.com/categorie-produit/par-laboratoire/vetopharm-pro/
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FCGS (Figure 1C), periodontitis (Figure 1D, Figure 2A), eosinophilic granuloma 
complex, while very low frequencies were observed for jaw fractures (Figure 1B) 
and mouth obstruction by chicken bones, as well as for hypodontia, prognathism, 
and tooth caries (Figure 2B). A highly significant difference (< 0.0001) was recorded 
between the different conditions.

Table 1: Number and frequencies of oral conditions recorded in examined cats

Clinical finding No. of cats affected % of cats affected

Gingivitis 46 60.52

FCGS 34 44.73

Periodontitis 24 31.57

Eosinophilic granuloma complex 5 6.57

Jaw fracture 3 3.94

Mouth obstuction by chicken bone 2 2.63

Hypodentia 1 1.31

Prognathism 1 1.31

Tooth caries 1 1.31

Figure 1. A: Gingivitis (black arrow), B: Fracture of the left lower jaw (black arrow), C: 
Ulcero-proliferative lesions of FCGS with maxillary gingivitis (black arrow) and alveolar 
mucositis (white arrow), D: Gingivitis (black arrow) and periodontitis in the upper right 
premolar (white arrow).
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For each cat, we documented either a single pathology or a combination of two 
to three pathologies. Highly significant difference was recorded between the three 
cases (p < 0.0001). Periodontal disease was the most common pathology and was 
found alone in 36 cats (47.36%) or associated with other pathologies especially 
FCGS in 32 cases (42.10%). With the exception of two cases, FCGS was always 
associated with periodontal disease in 32 cases (42.10%) (Table 2).

In all cats diagnosed with oral conditions, the most common clinical signs are 
showed in Table 3. The chi-square test was highly significant (< 0.0001) between the 
different clinical signs recorded.

Among the 70 cats diagnosed with periodontal disease, 50 (71.42%) had tartar, 
whereas 20 (28.57%) did not. Conversely, of the 52 cats that showed the presence of 
tartar, 50 (96.15%) were diagnosed with periodontal disease, while only 2 (3.84%) 
were not. The Mac-Nemar test was highly significant (p = 0.00012) (Table 4). 

Figure 2. A : Severe periodontitis with oral abscess (black arrow) : severe attachment loss, 
exposure of furcation and tooth root, B : Tooth caries in the upper right premolar (black 
arrow).
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Table 2: Distribution of clinical cases among the 76 cats examined

Clinical findings N° of 
cats %

Presence of one 
pathology

Periodontal disease 36 47.36

Jaw fracture	 1 1.31

Mouth obstuction by chicken bone	 1 1.31

Prognathism 1 1.31

Hypodentia 1 1.31

Total 40 52.63

Presence of 
two concurrent 
pathologies

Periodontal disease + FCGS 27 35.52

FCGS + Eosinophilic granuloma complex 2 2.63

Periodontal disease + Jaw fracture 1 1.31

Periodontal disease + Mouth obstuction by chicken bone 1 1.31

Total 31 40.78

Presence of 
three concurrent 
pathologies

Periodontal disease + FCGS + Eosinophilic granuloma 
complex 3 3.94

Periodontal disease + FCGS + Jaw fracture 1 1.31

Periodontal disease + FCGS + Tooth caries 1 1.31

Total 5 6.57

Total number of cats with oral conditions 76 100
Periodontal disease (gingivitis alone or periodontitis alone or gingivitis + 
periodontitis)

Table 3: Proportion of clinical symptoms recorded in cats

Clinical signs N %

Halitosis 65 85.52

Pain 56 73.68

Anorexia 55 72.36

Tartar (calculus) 52 68.42

Dehydration	 41	 53.49

Ulcerations 36 47.36

Palatoglossitis 31 40.78

Fever	 26	 34.21

Dental mobility 25 32.89

Bleeding 25 32.89

Glossite 15 19.37

Ptyalism 5 6.57
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Associations of risk factors with the prevalence of periodontal diseases 
and FCGS

The association of demographic data and risk factors with periodontal disease 
and FCGS are shown in Table 5. Chi-square analysis revealed significant associations 
between these conditions and breed, vaccination status, diet, home dental care, 
living environment, and owners’ awareness of oral pathologies. Cats aged 1 year and 
older were the most affected by periodontal disease. Regarding FCGS, the highest 
prevalence was observed in cats under 1 year of age. No significant difference (p > 
0.05) was found between age groups for the two pathologies. For both pathologies, 
females were slightly more affected than males. No significant difference (p > 0.05) 
was recorded for sex of cats for each pathology. Regarding breed, the European 
breed had a higher risk of periodontal disease and FCGS. The chi-square test was 
highly significant (p < 0.0001). Unvaccinated cats were more susceptible to both 
conditions than cats that received vaccination. The difference was significant for 
periodontal disease (p < 0.0168) and highly significant for FCGS (p < 0.00001). Cats 
fed a mixed diet had higher prevalence than those fed only a dry or wet diet. The chi-
square test was highly significant (p < 0.0001) for each pathology. The prevalence 
of both pathologies was too high for cats that did not receive home dental care 
with a highly significant difference (p < 0.0001) for each condition. Cats allowed 
outdoors had a higher likelihood of developing these diseases compared to strictly 
indoor cats. The statistical difference was very significant for the two diseases. Cats 
that hunt seem to have a higher risk of developing periodontal disease and FCGS 
than cats that do not hunt, but with no significant statistical difference for both 
pathologies. Owners generally had limited knowledge about oral diseases and were 
not well-informed about oral pathologies. The statistical difference was highly 
significant for periodontal disease (p < 0.00001) and very significant for FCGS (p = 
0.006).

Table 4: Association between tartar and periodontal disease

Periodontal disease
Total

Presence Absence

Tartar
Presence 50 2 52

Absence 20 4 4

Total 70 6 76
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Table 5: Analyses of cats affected with periodontal disease and stomatitis according 
to risk factors.

Group
Periodontal disease FCGS

N % P-value N % P-value

Age

< 1 year 27 38.57
0.558

21 61.76
0.17

≥ 1 year 43 61.42 13 38.23

Sex

Male 32 45.71
0.473

14 41.17
0.303

Female 38 54.28 20 58.82

Breed

Angora 1 1.42

<0.0001

1 2.94

<0.0001
Persian 6 8.57 0 0

Siamese 8 11.42 1 2.94

European 55 78.57 32 94.11

Vaccination

Yes 25 35.71
<0.0168

2 5.88
<0.00001

No 45 64.28 32 94.11

Diet

Dry 10 14.28

<0.00001

6 17.64

<0.00001Wet 6 8.57 6 17.64

Mixed 54 77.14 22 64.70

Home dental care

Yes 2 2.58
<0.00001

0 0
<0.00001

No 68 97.14 34 100

Living environment

Indoor 23 32.85
0.0041

7 20.58
0.0006

Outdoor 47 67.14 27	 79.41

Hunting

Yes 42 60
0.094

22 64.7
0.086

No 28 40 12 35.29

Owner’s knowledge about 
oral pathologies

Yes 18 25.71
<0.00001

9 26.47
0.006

No 52 74.28 25	 73.52
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DISCUSSION

The prevalence of oral disorders in cats in this study was almost similar to 15.1% 
reported by O´Neill et al. (2014), but lower than the 21.2% and 84% reported by 
O’Neill et al. (2023) and Aula (2018), respectively. The variation in results could 
be due to differences in the populations studied (feral versus domestic cats) and 
the diagnostic methods employed (clinical versus radiographic) (Verhaert and Van 
Wetter, 2004), diet, life style, popular breeds of cats in each country and duration 
of sample collection.

In the present study, the periodontal disease (92.10%) was the most frequent 
diagnosis (60.52 % for gingivitis, 31.57% for periodontitis). Similarly, studies 
from different countries reported that the main oral disease observed in felines 
is periodontal disease (Perry and Tutt, 2015) with a reported prevalence ranging 
from 13.4 % to 92.75%. Indeed, our results are similar to 91.7% (gingivitis 73.2% 
periodontitis 18.5%) found by Verhaert and Wetter (2004) and 92.7% found by 
Elseddawy et al. (2023). Da Silva et al. (2019) reported lower prevalences (65.11%: 
gingivitis 13.95%, periodontitis 51.16%), followed by Kornya et al. (2014) at 31.8% 
(gingivitis 20.7%, periodontitis 11.1%), Whyte et al. (2022) at 30.9%, O’Neill et al. 
(2023) at 15.2%, and O’Neill et al. (2014) at 13.4%. This difference in prevalence 
between studies may be due to the criteria and method applied for diagnosis and 
the cohort demographics (O’Neill et al., 2023). According to Long (2020), an 
important proportion of cats with periodontal disease still goes undiagnosed. The 
underdiagnosis of oral diseases may be due to factors such as problematic patient 
temperament, which can prevent a conscious clinical examination, and the fact that 
clinical signs of oral disease are often nonspecific to the oral cavity (Gorrel, 2013). 
The second most common oral disease recorded in our study was FCGS (44.73 %) 
which was close to the result of Da Silva et al. (2019) who noted a prevalence of 
34.88% and Öztürk Gürgen et al. (2022) who recorded 45.76%. However, it was 
higher than the 12% reported by Verhaert and Van Wetter (2004), 5.5% recorded 
by Girard et al (2009) and 0.7% noted by Healey et al. (2007). These studies were 
conducted on cats with no contact with the external environment or on cats whose 
interactions with other cats could be controlled. However, as the cats in the present 
study were exposed to the external environment, contact with other cats could not 
be controlled. This represents a significant distinction compared to other studies. 
Eosinophilic granuloma complex was identified as the pathology of oral cavity 
in 6.57 % of the cats included in the present study. Our results were lower than 
11.1% found by Falcão et al. (2020), but higher than 1.63% noted by Scott et al. 
(2012). Bone fracture, congenital and developmental problems (hypodentia and 
prognatism with 1.31% for each disease), tooth caries were not seen frequently in 
our study. The same findings were recorded by Verhaert and Van Wetter (2004) 
who reported low rates of malocclusion (4.9 %) and supernumerary tooth (1.2%), 
by Aula (2018) who noted a rate of 1% of retained deciduous teeth and Elseddawy 
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et al. (2023) who found a prevalence of 0.40% of missing teeth, 1.61% of persistent 
deciduous teeth and 0.8% of tooth caries. No cases of bone fracture were reported 
in the aforementioned studies. 

Different studies observed nearly identical clinical symptoms. Wiggs and 
Lobprise, (1997) noted that the most common clinical signs of periodontitis are 
halitosis, ptyalism, dysphagia, pain on chewing and bleeding gingiva. For FCGS, 
clinical signs include severe oral pain with reduced food prehension ability, ptyalism, 
mandibular lymphadenopathy, dysphagia, anorexia, «  unkempt appearance  » 
(Wiggs and Lobprise, 1997; Niemiec, 2012), halitosis, loss of appetite, depression, 
weight loss (Dai et al., 2024) and (in severe cases) even dehydration.

According to Chaubey et al. (2021), the calculus was the main cause for the 
development of gingivitis. However, many other factors also predispose the disease 
progress: tooth crowding and morphology, low saliva flow and systemic illnesses 
such as renal dysfunction and diabetes mellitus (Albuguergue, 2012). Additionally, 
we found that among cats with tartar, 96.15% had periodontal disease, while the 
remaining cats without periodontal disease may have had a stronger immune 
system. Periodontal disease results from an imbalance between the host and the 
microbes. 

For periodontal disease, we found that cats aged 1 or older were the most 
affected. Age was the most significant predictor of periodontal disease (O’Neill et 
al., 2023) and seems to be the main factor because older cats are more susceptible to 
the developing oral pathologies (Villegas-Ferre et al., 2024). In addition, Williams 
et al., (2024) noted that significant proportion of young cats can develop gingival 
inflammation. This infammation at a young age may be due to a syndrome called 
juvenile periodontal disease, which is the infammation of the gingiva occurring 
shortly after the permanent dental eruption (Villegas-Ferre et al., 2024). Regarding 
FCGS, the youngest cats—those under 1 year of age—were the most affected. This 
could be explained by the fact that these young animals were not vaccinated and 
exposed to the outside environment. FCGS is most frequently observed in adult 
cats (Healey et al., 2007; Öztürk Gürgen et al., 2022), whereas Nakanishi et al. 
(2019) reported that cats can also be affected at an early age.  On the other hand, 
some studies showed that there was no significant difference in the age distribution 
of cats with and without FCGS (Healey et al., 2007; Dai et al., 2024). For both 
pathologies, females were slightly more affected than males, although the difference 
was not statistically significant, which aligns with the findings of Verhaert and Van 
Wetter (2004) and Girard et al. (2009) who reported that the sex does not appear 
to be associated with the risk of periodontal disease in cats. Also, our results are 
in agreement with many studies that showed no significat correlation between 
FCGS and sex (Healey et al., 2007; Öztürk Gürgen et al., 2022; Dai et al., 2024). 
However, Villegas-Ferre et al. (2024) reported that sex appears to be associated 
with a predisposition to gingivitis, with males being more susceptible, although 
the underlying reason remains unclear. Martijn (2009) noted that the male sex was 
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significantly associated with stomatitis. A higher prevalence of stomatitis was also 
identified in males than in females in a study conducted by Kim et al. (2023), but 
the difference was not statistically significant. 

The European breed had a significantly higher risk of periodontal disease and 
FCGS than other breeds. O’Neill et al. (2023) noted that breed and therefore genetics 
play some role in periodontal disease development in cats. It was also shown 
that some breeds (Himalayan, Siamese, Persian, Balinese, Oriental, Seychellois, 
Abyssinians, Ocicats and Somalis) are more likely to have dental diseases than 
other breeds or mixed breed cats (Verhaert and Van Wetter  2004; Nakanishi et 
al., 2019). On the other hand, Healey et al. (2007) and Dai et al. (2024) found that 
there is no significants correlation between the breed of cats and stomatitis. The 
variability in the results is probably due to the popularity of particular cat breeds at 
different times. This variability probably shows that in the areas where pedigree cats 
are more common, they become affected. We recorded that cats that did not receive 
vaccination were more susceptible to periodontal disease and stomatitis. Several 
viruses of worldwide distribution have been associated with FCGS: Calicivirus 
(FCV) (Healey et al., 2007), Felin Herpesvirus (FHV) (Lommer and Verstraete, 
2003), and Feline Leukemia Virus  (FeLV), and with periodontal disease (FeLV, 
Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV), FCV) (Wiggs and Lobprise 1997; Kornya et 
al. 2014).  Da Silva et al. (2019) concluded that even when associations are found, 
other factors must also be considered in the development of oral cavity lesions in 
cats. Most cats affected in our study were unvaccinated against these viruses, leading 
us to conclude that there is consistent evidence linking FCV and/or some of these 
viruses to the disease, suggesting a potential etiologic role. Additionally, the infected 
cats in our study exhibited free-roaming behavior, which is a known risk factor for 
FeLV, FIV, FHV and FCV infection (Whyte et al., 2017). This condition causes 
permanent exposure of cats to viruses shed by chronic carriers, by promoting high 
rates of viral evolution and by facilitating cyclic reinfection of susceptible animals. 
Numerous studies showed an influence of diet on periodontal health. Williams et 
al. (2024) have reported that the odds of gingivitis in cats were higher in cats fed 
a wet only or mixed wet/dry diet compared to dry only. It is suggested that dry 
foods offer protection from gingivitis compared to wet diets, potentially due to the 
mechanical cleaning of dental surfaces and the reduced rate of dental plaque and 
calculus accumulation. This helps to prevent plaque accumulation and gingival 
inflammation (Williams et al., 2024). Dry diets have, however, been associated 
with an increased risk of obesity (Rowe et al., 2015).  Therefore, gingivitis should 
not be the only factor guiding dietary choices made by cat owners (Williams et al., 
2024). Tooth brushing is usually considered to be the most effective way to remove 
dental plaque and prevent or reduce calculus formation. Lertpimonchai et al. 
(2017) found that average and poor oral hygiene (OH) significantly increased the 
risk of periodontitis by two- and five-fold, respectively, compared to good OH. In 
contrast, regular tooth brushing and visits to the dentist could reduce periodontitis 
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by 34% and 32% respectively. The accumulation of dental plaque and tartar, 
associated with poor oral hygiene, is one of the risk factors in the development 
of periodontal disease (Lertpimonchai et al., 2017). According to Verstraete et al. 
(1996), a natural lifestyle, including feral cats or house cats with outdoor access 
and hunting behavior, does not prevent periodontal disease. Additionally, Verhaert 
and Van Wetter (2004) found that hunting behavior does not appear to influence 
periodontal status . Recent studies showed that the prevalence of FCGS was 
higher in multicat than single-cat households, and that each additional cat in the 
household increased the odds of FCGS by more than 70% (Peralta and Carney, 
2019).  Kim et al. (2023) noted that the high prevalence of FCGS in the feral cats 
may have an infectious mechanism. Free-roaming behavior is a known risk factor 
for FeLV, FIV, FHV and FCV infection, but non-infectious mechanisms related 
to multi-cat environments like stress could also play a role in the etiopathogenesis 
(Peralta and Carney, 2019).  On the other hand, Verhaert and Van Wetter (2004) 
found that different lifestyles (living inside, allowed to go outside) do not seem to 
affect periodontal status and the outdoor access was not significantly associated 
with periodontal disease (Soltero-Rivera et al., 2023).  Additionally, contrary to our 
findings, some authors reported that cats whose owners indicated they hunt were 
associated with a lower prevalence of periodontal disease (Verstraete et al., 1996 ; 
Williams et al., 2024). It is plausible that some owners may be unaware of hunting 
activity in their cats, or that the level of hunting activity is not directly linked to 
the actual consumption of captured prey (Williams et al., 2024). Further studies 
are required to investigate the association between hunting behaviour and oral 
health in cats. This finding is consistent with previous literature, which indicates 
that many pet owners underestimate the importance of routine dental checkups, 
resulting in inadequate home care and missed early signs of disease (Oskarsson et 
al. 2021). Owners who receive proper education from veterinarians about oral care 
are more likely to adhere to preventive measures, including tooth brushing, dental 
diets, and regular clinical check-ups (Girard et al., 2009).

CONCLUSION

These findings suggest that oral illness in cats, such as gingivitis, periodontal 
disease, and FCGS are not only common but also have severe implications if 
not treated. These illnesses progress subtly, making continuous monitoring and 
early detection essential. The survey also highlighted that most cat owners have 
limited knowledge about the importance of dental care. This offers practical 
recommendations for improving the management of oral diseases and highlights 
the urgent need for enhanced education and advocacy by veterinarians, animal 
welfare organizations, and society at large. Some limitations, particularly the small 
number of animals studied, may affect the generalizability of our findings. Further 
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studies are needed to determine the true prevalence of oral diseases in cats across 
different regions of Algeria.
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Kratak sadržaj

Oralne bolesti su široko rasprostranjene kod mačaka.  Cilj ovog rada je da se utvrde učestalost, 
klinički znaci kao i faktori rizika za ta oboljenja. Od ukupno 470 mačaka koje su bile pregledane 
u privatnoj veterinarskoj klinici u oblasti Blida, na severu Alžira, kod 76 jedinki (16,17%) 
dijagnostikovane su oralne bolesti i one su uključene u studiju. Za svaku životinju podaci 
o potencijalnim faktorima rizika pribavljeni su iz medicinske dokumentacije i razgovora 
sa vlasnicima mačaka. Najčešće oralno oboljenje bilo je gingivitis (60,52%), zatim hronični 
gingivostomatitis (44,73%), parodontitis (31,57%), kompleks eozinofilnog granuloma 
(6,57%), fraktura vilice (3,94%), opstrukcija usne duplje pilećom kosti sa hipodencijom 
(2,63%), kao i progenija i karijes zuba, svaki sa po 1,31% kliničkih nalaza. Najučestaliji 
simptomi oralnih oboljenja bili su halitoza (85,52%), zatim bol (73,68%), anoreksija 
(72,36%), nakupljanje zubnog kamenca (68,42%), dehidratacija (53,49%), ulceracije 
(47,36%), palatoglositis (40,78%), febrilnost (34,21%), kao i krvarenje i mobilnost zuba, sa 
učestalošću od 32,89% u svakoj grupi. Utvrđeno je da su rasa, vakcinalni status, ishrana, 
nega zuba kod kuće, životno okruženje i stepen informisanosti vlasnika o oralnim bolestima 
značajno povezani sa parodontalnom bolešću i felinim hroničnim gingivostomatitisom. 
Evropske rase, nevakcinisane mačke, mačke koje su hranjene mešovitom ishranom, mačke 
bez adekvatne kućne dentalne nege, jedinke koje imaju kontakta sa spoljašnjom sredinom, 
kao i mačke čiji vlasnici nisu upoznati sa oralnim bolestima, bile su najpodložnije ovim 
oboljenjima. Ova studija pokazala je značajnu prevalenciju oralnih oboljenja, naročito 
parodontalne bolesti i stomatitisa, kao i to da je neophodno uvesti odgovarajuće preporuke 
za kontrolu ovih bolesti.
Ključne reči: bolesti usne duplje, mačke, klinička ispitivanja, faktori rizika, Alžir


